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How to Prepare Your Manuscript Proposal 
The following guidelines outline the major areas that you should cover in your proposal. Please be as complete as possible, as it will help Oracle Press make a decision more quickly. Also, feel free to add relevant information. The most important elements are: 

1) Why we should publish this book? 

2) What specific skills do you bring to this book/topic? 

3) Why will this book sell better than other similar books (or if there is no competition, what are the   market conditions that make you believe that this is a book worth publishing)? 

About the Book
· Brief Description: Brief description of the book. 

· Product/Technology: Brief description of the product or technology. 

· Audience: Who is the major audience for your book; for whom is your book intended? 

· Outstanding features: List what you consider to be the outstanding or unique features of your work. What sets it apart from other books on the market? Why would someone chose to buy this book?
· Benefits to the Customer: What does the reader stand to gain by reading your book? What impact will your book have on the customer’s professional work, qualifications, or projects? 

· Level: At what level is your book written? What technical background will the reader of your book need? 

Table of Contents

· Outline: Provide a detailed outline (table of contents) of your book. This will give reviewers an idea of what topics you are including and how your material is organized. Your outline should include part titles, chapter headings, subheadings, and appendixes, with explanations as necessary. 

The Market & Competition

· What factors might have an impact (positive or negative) on the market for your work. How is the market changing? If your work focuses on particular hardware or software, and you have sales or download figures for the product, include these. (Please cite or attach any relevant information, Web sites, or papers.)

· For software/technology projects, is there an upcoming release of which we should be mindful when scheduling this book? Please provide any relevant information on software update cycles or pending technology updates. 

· List the existing books, if any, with which yours will compete and discuss specifically their strengths and weaknesses. Spell out how your work will be similar to and different from competing books. 
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· List any related titles that yours might complement, especially those in the Oracle Press/McGraw-Hill portfolio. Note how your book would complement these title(s) – as a primer, extended topics on a subject, related topics. 
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The Details
· Schedule: What is your timetable for completing your book? What portion of the material is now complete? When do you expect to have a complete manuscript? 

· Size: What do you estimate to be the size of the complete book? Please estimate based on the number of typed, double-spaced manuscript pages. Your Editor will assist you in converting this estimate into “book” or printed pages. 

About the Author(s)

· Resume: Include a copy of your vita, or a paragraph or two of relevant biographical information. Please include a list of hardware and software for which you have expertise. This will help your Editor in evaluating your proposal, but also serve as a basis for your Author Biography in any published materials. 
· Writing Sample: Please include or provide a link to a professional article you have published, the introduction or chapter of the book, or other writing samples. 

Please submit your proposal directly to members of our Acquisitions Team. 
Brandi Shailer (brandi_shailer@mcgraw-hill.com) – Java; Middleware; Web Programming

Paul Carlstroem (paul_carlstroem@mcgraw-hill.com) - Databases
