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About the iOrganizer Demo


Description


Oracle iOrganizer is a Developer Forms application built from the ground up as a web deployed application.  It tries to show a more Web like interface, rather than just looking like a Client-Server Forms application.


The Demo shows a simple personal organizer application with diary functions, a To-Do list, Address Book and notes functions.  The interface is designed to look like a normal paper personal organizer.


conventions


The demo steps are illustrated with screenshots throughout.   Actions that have to be carried out for the demo are prefixed with a bullet “(”, any values you have to enter are put in italics and buttons or options that need to be selected are in bold.


Points of interest about the interface or technology are prefixed with a ( icon.


Assumptions


This script assumes that you have installed the iOrganizer demo already


The Script





Invoke the demo and the initial screen


Run the iOrganizer demo by selecting the link to iorganizer.html (or iorganizerie5.html if using native Imternet Explorer 5.0).  You will see this initial screen.


�


As you started the application the “Oracle iOrganizer” custom splash screen will have displayed. 


(	Note the rounded buttons on this initial screen and throughout the application.  These are implemented by a Pluggable Java Component (PJC) which extends the Forms Button widget to change it’s look and feel (whilst maintaining it’s functionality).


The application will allow you to register if you’ve not used it before, or go for a test drive with a Guest user.


( Press the Register button to illustrate the information required if you wanted to become a real user of the application.


But for now, lets go for a test drive with the GUEST user, that user already has some sample entries made in the diary.


( Press the Return To Main button  � so you can login as the Guest user.


( Enter the username guest in the Login field, and the password guest in the password field.  Press the Enter button.





The Daily Planner


You are taken into the main Daily Planner window. This shows appointments in the left hand pane and To-Do list entries on the right.


�


We already have some appointments for the Week beginning the 8th November 1999 so you’ll need to make that day active in the Planner.  


I’m thinking of holding a recurring meeting product release planning starting on the 8th November….


( If you are only a few days away from the 8th use the � and � buttons at the bottom of the Planner to move between days, otherwise press the � Fast Date button to display a calendar widget, and select the 8th November 1999


(	We’ll talk some more about the calendar widget when you come to create an appointment.


So let’s look at the Planner view.  You should now at least see some sample appointments as illustrated above.  This screen supports several alternative views:


( Press the � Show Grid View button to show and alternative view on the Days Appointments


( Press the � Show List View button to return to the previous view


( Press the � Weekly Glance button to see a view of the whole week.


(	This screen also features a Java Bean in action.  The small clock underneath the vertical toolbar on the left of the screen is a Java Bean.  This bean is working completely within the Browser client and is not generating network traffic to get the time from the Application Server on the middle tier.


Ok, so lets create an appointment in my diary.  In fact we have a product rollout to plan over the next three months and I need to set up a weekly meeting for the team, so that we can keep track of the release process:


( Press the  � Create button on the toolbar. The Create Appointments screen will display.





Create a Repeating Appointment


The Create / Maintain appointments screen starts to show some of the functional richness that it is possible to achieve when deploying applications on the Web using Oracle Developer Server.


(	This screen pops up as a separate window on top of the main planner view.  The dialog contains a familiar tabbed interface containing poplists, checkboxes and text fields.   The UI is much richer than that which you could achieve in plain HTML in terms of Wigets and Layout.


�


So lets enter the information for this set of meetings:


( Enter the Subject: as Product rollout meeting


( Go to the date field.  Here we could enter the date for the appointment (if we wanted some day other than the default of today) or we can pop up a calendar to make date selection easier.  Press the Calendar button � by the Date field.  You will find that the Date displayed by default is today’s date - not the actual date that you cam from in the planner so you will have to use the Calendar to Select the 8th November 1999


The calendar widget will now pop up (you may have seen this earlier but lets examine it in detail.)


�


(	The calendar widget is a reusable component that we dragged in from an object library.  This component is available with the Oracle Developer Demos on the product CD.


Using the calendar widget you can simply select the day that you want to hold the meeting on.  You can navigate through the calendar using the Next Month button � or Next Year button � to demonstrate the functionality.


( Select the 8th November 1999 in the Calendar Widget.


( Press the OK button on the Calendar Widget. The date will be returned to the Date field.


( Go to the Start Time field. In the two pop lists here we can select the start time.  The first list selects the hour - Select 8 AM the second selects the minutes past the hour set this to 30 


�


Note the Oracle Look and Feel is in use here, with the List boxes and windows all having a slightly rounded look. .  The Oracle Look and Feel is mandated by a simple parameter in the HTML file that launched the application “lookAndFeel”.


Lets continue filling in this screen:


( Enter the following values:�Category: Projects�Description: Weekly Meeting to track product release process�Remind Me: Five Minutes Beforehand�Duration: 1 Hour


(	The “Remind Me” function is not yet enabled in this demo.  You can set the value, but no reminder will actually occur.


Now we need to define the frequency for the meeting.


( Select the Frequency Tab


�


I want to schedule this meeting to happen once a week for the next two months.  This screen provides a large range of scheduling options such as “Quarterly” or “The Third Tuesday of the Month” but for now I’ll choose the simple Weekly option.


( Select Weekly from the Frequency list


As you do this you’ll notice the Full List Checkbox above it.  This controls the number of options displayed on the pull down list.  When the box is unchecked you get a shorter list of the most common frequencies such as Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly etc.  The Full List contains some more obscure possibilities such as “the Third Sunday of the Quarter”�The “Only Schedule on Working Days” checkbox makes sure that any repeating appointments fall on the nearest working day if they fall on a Holiday or weekend.


(	Use this range of options to illustrate the strength of date handling within Oracle and the corresponding richness of PL/SQL for manipulating dates in a simple (and Y2K Compliant!) way.


( Click on the Calendar button � and display the Date picker again.  Press the Next Month button � three times or until you read January 2000, select the 18th January, then press OK. 


( Press the Refresh Preview button � note how the Occurs On list changes to show you each date that will have an appointment scheduled on it.


(	All of the scheduling and preview functionality here is actually carried out on the Server in a stored procedure.  Scheduling can result in a large number of inserts and updates being made to the appointments data so it make sense to partition this logic to be close to the data..  It also means that other could leverage the same scheduling code.


Now I just have to define who needs to attend the meeting.  This will automatically make entries in their diaries as well as mine.


( Select the Attendees Tab


�


So far I’m the only attendee at the meeting - so let’s add some more people.


( Press the Add Attendees button �


(	We now display another reusable component that we also ship with the demos.  �A picklist Widget. This allows you to select (or deselect) attendees by moving them from one list to another


�





The list above shows all of the users registered in the system on the left hand side, everyone let is shown on the right hand side will attend the meeeting.


( Move the following attendees to the right hand pane by selecting each in turn and pressing the � button:�  	Gibert, Pascal,� 	Stover Candace, � 	Mills, Duncan


( Press the Save button �


( Press the Return to Appointments button �


Now the Attendees screen should show the three people selected above and the Guest user.  If you made a mistake you can either go back to the picklist and select the correct people, or you can use the Remove this Attendee button � to delete them.


Lets save this appointment and return to the main diary screen.


( Press the Save Appointment button � This will create all the appointments for the recurring meeting for you and all the other selected attendees


( Press the Return to Main button �


On the main screen you should be able to see this new appointment in the Week View. 


(	Notice that the view has been refreshed, and this new meeting is correctly displayed as the first meeting of the day


( 	Switch to Grid view using the � Show Grid View button to show how appointments that overlap are shown side by side


( 	Scroll through the next few weeks with the  � button to show the appointment has been scheduled for each week. 





Birthdays


Setting that end date of the 18th January for that series of meetings reminded me.  One of out product managers Joshua Smith has his birthday on that day and I should really enter that into the system.


Note the birthday function actually doesn’t do anything special at this point although it could of course be configured to send happy birthday notes, put a buy a birthday present reminder into the diary, or whatever.


( On the main toolbar press the Birthdays button �


�


This screen shows the Forms Native tree control in action, another example of the functionally rich GUI that we can create on the web.


( Press the Create Birthday button � on the Birthdays toolbar


( Enter the following information:�First Name: Joshua�Last Name: Smith�Date of Birth: 18-JAN-1967


Note how the Age field is automatically calculated as you tab out of the Date of Birth field.


( Press the Create Birthday button � again.  The January node on the tree should gain a little + symbol.


( Click on the � symbol next to January to expand the node on the tree.  You should see Joshua Smith recorded against the 18th. 


( Press the Return to Main button �


Further features to explore


If you want to spend more time demoing the functional richness of the interface that can be provided by developer server then invoke the Addresses screens using the � icon.  This will show the use of multiple tabs on the screen.
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