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Requirements
This section contains these topics:

■ Windows 95 Support

■ Accessibility

Windows 95 Support
Oracle9i Server and Oracle9i Client software is not supported on Windows 
95. However, you can continue to use an Oracle8i Client or Oracle8 Client 
on Windows 95 to connect to an Oracle9i Server.

Accessibility
Our goal is to make Oracle products, services, and supporting 
documentation accessible to the disabled community. Oracle Server Release 
9.0.1 supports accessibility features. To make best use of these accessibility 
features, Oracle Corporation recommends the following software 
configuration:

■ Microsoft Windows 98, Second Edition

■ Sun Java Access Bridge 1.0.0 (included with the Oracle9i Server Release 
9.0.1 media) 

■ JAWS screen reader 3.70.87 

■ Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.5 or above 

■  Java Development Kit (JDK) 1.1.8

Additional accessibility information for Oracle products can be found at:

http://www.oracle.com/accessibility

For the latest configuration information, and for information on addressing 
accessibility and assistive technology issues, see the Oracle Accessibility 
FAQ at:

http://www.oracle.com/accessibility/faq.html

Product Version Information
Release 1(9.0.1.1.0) is the first version of Oracle9i for Windows 98. All the 
features listed in the What’s New section of Oracle9i, may not be available 
on Windows 98.
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Documentation
This section contains these topics:

■ Important: Additional READMEs

■ Location of Installation Guide and Release Notes

■ Oracle9i Online Documentation CD-ROM

■ Corrections to Oracle9i Release 1 (9.0.1.1.0) Documentation

Important: Additional READMEs

Additional product README files are located in the:

■ \doc\readmes directory of the first component CD-ROM. These 
README files are accessible before installation.

■ Product subdirectories under the ORACLE_BASE\ORACLE_HOME 
directory. These README files are accessible after installation.

■ ORACLE_BASE\ORACLE_HOME\relnotes directory. These README 
files are accessible after installation.

Location of Installation Guide and Release Notes

The Oracle9i installation guide and release notes are not included on the 
Oracle9i online documentation CD-ROM. These documents are available on 
the first component CD-ROM and are selectively installable through the 
Custom installation type and automatically installable through all other 
installation types. 

Access these documents after installation from the Start Menu by choosing 
Start > Programs > Oracle - HOME_NAME > Release Documentation or by 
clicking start_here.htm in the ORACLE_BASE\ORACLE_HOME\doc 
directory on your hard drive. You can also access these documents on the 
component CD-ROM by going to the \doc directory and clicking start_
here.htm. 

If you are reading these Release Notes on the component CD-ROM or you 
have installed the documentation from the component CD-ROM, you can 
see the Oracle9i Personal Edition Installation Guide for Windows 98.

The information in the Oracle9i installation guide and release notes is 
current as of the release date for Oracle9i. For the most current information, 
refer to the online documents, which are located at the following Web site: 

http://docs.oracle.com
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Oracle9i Online Documentation CD-ROM
The README file located at the root of the Oracle9i online documentation 
CD-ROM incorrectly states the location of the file to install Oracle 
documentation as \INSTALL\docs_901.jar. The correct location is 
stage\products.jar.

Please note, not all documents in the Online Documentation CD-ROM are 
applicable for Windows 98.

Corrections to Oracle9i Release 1 (9.0.1.1.0) Documentation
This section contains these topics:

■ Windows 95 in the Documentation Library

■ Windows 95 in the Documentation Library

■ Installation Issues

Windows 95 in the Documentation Library

Oracle9i is not supported on Windows 95. Ignore occurrences of support for 
Windows 95 in the Oracle9i documentation library.

Installation Issues
■ If you have any Oracle-related jar files in your CLASSPATH system 

variable, remove them prior to an Oracle9i installation and restore them 
afterwards. Oracle Universal Installer hangs at the Configuration Types 
window if you do not remove them.

■ Installation of Oracle9i may fail on Windows computers that have 
Novell NetWare client installed. The workaround is to temporarily 
deinstall the Novell NetWare client.

■ When installing Oracle9i on dual boot systems, the software uses the 
same physical space on both operating systems. Therefore, any tasks 
done on one operating system are also done on the other operating 
system, including deinstallation. 

This situation can be avoided by performing the following steps: 

1. Install Oracle9i into the first environment. 

2. Before installing in the second environment, provide a different 
location than the default when Oracle Universal Installer prompts 
you on where to create the Oracle Universal Installer inventory. The 
second environment inventory is independent of the first, and 
products can be installed or deinstalled separately on both systems.
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■ For installations with a response file, the path to the response file must 
be the full path on the computer. Oracle Universal Installer does not 
properly handle relative paths.

■ Due to a JRE bug an MS-DOS command prompt window appears 
whenever a configuration tool is launched. Leave this window open 
until the configuration tool finishes. Closing the window kills the 
process and causes the configuration tool to fail.

Migration and Upgrade Issues
This section contains these topics:

■ Restriction Migrating a Release 7.3.4 Database

■ Oracle Data Migration Assistant

■ Ignore Error ORA-00604: During Upgrade

Restriction Migrating a Release 7.3.4 Database

Direct migration from Release 7.3.4 or prior releases of Personal Edition on 
Windows 98 to this release is not supported, since operating system 
authentication is not available on Windows 98. If you want to migrate from 
the 7.3.4 release to this release, please migrate first to 8.1.7 release and then 
migrate to this release.

Oracle Data Migration Assistant 
When migrating an Oracle database to Oracle9i, the Database Password 
and INIT.ORA File window of Oracle Data Migration Assistant prompts 
you for the SYS password. You must enter a password that is valid for the 
following connection: 

SYS/password AS SYSDBA 

where password is your pre-Oracle9i INTERNAL user account password 
(oracle by default, unless you changed it). 

Before you migrate an Oracle database with Oracle Data Migration 
Assistant, ensure the init.ora file does not contain any initialization 
parameter with a value defined using environment variables. For example: 

background_dump_dest=%ORACLE_HOME%\trace 

Substitute the environment variable value before starting the migration 
process. For example: 

background_dump_dest=c:\oracle\orahome8\rdbms\trace 
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Ignore Error ORA-00604: During Upgrade

Ignore the following error when upgrading from Release 8.0.x to 9.0.1. 
Despite the error message, the upgrade has completed successfully. Note 
that the error does not occur during upgrade from 8.1.x to 9.0.1.

ORA-00604: error occurred at recursive SQL level 1

Product-Related Issues
This section contains these topics:

■ Oracle Database Configuration Assistant

■ Character Sets

■ Oracle Call Interface (OCI)

■ Object Type Translator

■ Oracle9i Network Issues

■ SQL*Plus

■ Oracle Text

■ Oracle9i Javavm

■ Oracle9i Navigator

Oracle Database Configuration Assistant
When you use Oracle Database Configuration Assistant to create a custom 
database that includes Oracle JVM (OJVM), be aware that it can take over 
an hour to finish loading OJVM into the database, depending on your 
system’s hardware configuration. 

Character Sets
This section contains these topics:

■ Oracle9i NCHAR Datatypes

■ AL24UTFFSS Character Set

■ Accessing Object Types and Collections through JDBC

Oracle9i NCHAR Datatypes 

In Oracle9i Release 9.0.1, the SQL NCHAR datatypes are limited to the 
Unicode character set encoding (UTF8 and AL16UTF16). Alternative 
character sets such as the fixed-width Asian character set JA16SJISFIXED in 
Oracle8i are no longer supported.
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To migrate existing NCHAR, NVARCHAR, and NCLOB columns, and export 
and import NCHAR columns, do the following: 

1. Export all SQL NCHAR columns from Oracle8i. 

2. Drop the SQL NCHAR columns. 

3. Migrate the database to Oracle9i.

4. Import the SQL NCHAR columns to Oracle9i. 

The Oracle9i Migration utility can also convert your Oracle8 and Oracle8i 
NCHAR columns to Oracle9i NCHAR columns. A SQL NCHAR upgrade script 
called utlchar.sql is supplied with the Migration utility. You can run 
this at the end of the migration to convert your Oracle8 and Oracle8i NCHAR 
columns to the new Oracle9i NCHAR columns.

 

AL24UTFFSS Character Set 

Oracle9i Release 9.0.1 does not support the Unicode character set 
AL24UTFFSS introduced in Oracle7. This character set was based on the 
Unicode standard 1.1, which is now obsolete. 

Oracle9i Release 9.0.1 supports the Unicode database character sets 
AL32UTF8 and UTF8. These database character sets include the Unicode 
enhancements based on the Unicode standard 3.0. 

To migrate the existing AL24UTFFSS database, upgrade your database 
character set to UTF8 before upgrading to Oracle9i. Oracle Corporation 
recommends that you use the Character Set Scanner for data analysis before 
attempting to migrate your existing database character set.

Accessing Object Types and Collections through JDBC

The Oracle JDBC class files, classes12.zip and classes111.zip, 
provide character set support for the thin and Oracle Call Interface (OCI) 
drivers. The files contain all the necessary classes to provide complete 
character set support for all Oracle character sets for CHAR and NCHAR 
datatypes not retrieved or inserted as part of an Oracle object or collection 
type. See “Oracle Character Datatypes Support” of Oracle9i JDBC 
Developer’s Guide and Reference for a description of CHAR and NCHAR 
datatypes.

See Also: Oracle9i Database Migration for more 
information
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However, in the case of the CHAR and VARCHAR data portion of Oracle 
objects and collections, the thin and OCI drivers require nls_
charset12.zip for JDK 1.2.x and 1.3.x or nls_charset11.zip for JDK 
1.1.x for most Oracle character sets (except US7ASCII, WE8DEC, 
WE8ISO8859P1, and UTF8). These two nls_charset*.zip files are 
included in the Oracle JDBC driver installation. To obtain this support, you 
must add the appropriate nls_charset*.zip file to your CLASSPATH or 
the logical equivalent, depending on the application.

Oracle Call Interface (OCI)
Oracle Corporation only ships an import library, oci.lib, for use with the 
Microsoft Compiler. Other compilers, for example, Borland, though likely 
compatible with the Oracle DLLs, are not tested and supported by Oracle 
for use with OCI. 

Object Type Translator
■ (Bug 1950643) Object Type Translator requires that the environment 

variable NLS_LANG be set to a non null value such as us7ascii. If 
this environment variable is set to a null value, Object Type Translator 
does not work.

■ (Bug 1892470) If you are trying to invoke Object Type Translator from 
the MS-DOS command prompt and do not receive any output, make 
sure that the CLASSPATH includes the following.

%ORACLE_HOME%\sqlj\lib\runtime.zip;%ORACLE_
HOME%\sqlj\lib\translator.zip;%ORACLE_
HOME%\jdbc\lib\classes111.zip;%ORACLE_HOME%\jdbc\lib\nls_
charset11.zip

In addition, a JDK 1.1-compatible Java compiler (assumed to be javac) 
and the Java interpreter (assumed java) must be correctly installed.

Note: For most languages (including English and other 
Western European languages), the default character set on 
Windows is not US7ASCII, WE8DEC, WE8ISO8859P1, or 
UTF8. Therefore, nls_charset*.zip file is necessary on 
Windows for most languages.

See Also: Oracle9i JDBC Developer’s Guide and Reference 
for more information on this topic
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Oracle9i Network Issues
Listener does not support the IPC Protocol in this release. In order for the 
listener to work correctly, the IPC protocol information must be removed 
manually from the listener.ora file in ORACLE_HOME/network/admin 
folder. Please remove the IPC related lines or comment them out as shown 
below: 

## Sample Listener.ora showing the IPC connect string commented out (in BOLD letters)

LISTENER = 
  (DESCRIPTION_LIST = 
    (DESCRIPTION = 
#      (ADDRESS_LIST = 
#        (ADDRESS = (PROTOCOL = IPC)(KEY = EXTPROC0)) 
#      ) 
      (ADDRESS_LIST = 
      (ADDRESS = (PROTOCOL = TCP)(HOST = incq236e)(PORT = 1521)
      ) 
    ) 
  ) 

If you have migrated listener.ora from a prior release as part of doing a 
database migration, please remember to modify the migrated 
listener.ora as specified above. 

Please note that the listener may fail to start up properly if the IPC related 
lines are present in listener.ora.

SQL*Plus
SQL*Plus does not run and you cannot install the database successfully 
without the DLLs wininet.dll and shlwapi.dll.

If these DLLs are not present on the computer, you can get them from 
another computer, the MSDN Web site, or the Windows NT 4.0 installation 
CD-ROM. Copy the DLLs to C:\WINNT\system32\ before installing 
Oracle9i.

See Also: These Microsoft Knowledge Base articles at the 
Microsoft Support Web site:

■ Q196917

■ Q174180

■ Q184349

http://search.support.microsoft.com/kb/c.asp
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Oracle Text 
(Bug 1881440) CONTEXT INDEX FAILS WHEN USED WITH FILE 
PROTOCOL 

The Context index using FILE Protocol fails after dropping a similar index 
(using FILE Protocol) within the same SQL*Plus session. The workaround is 
to exit the current SQL*Plus session and create the index in a new SQL*Plus 
session.

Oracle9i Javavm
Native Compilation is not supported in this release. Any references to this 
feature in the documentation is not applicable to this release.

Oracle9i Navigator
Creation of Object Type, Object View, and Package with Japanese names 
might result in error (Bug 2142716, Bug 2142697, and Bug 2142688). 

Documentation Accessibility
Our goal is to make Oracle products, services, and supporting 
documentation accessible, with good usability, to the disabled community. 
To that end, our documentation includes features that make information 
available to users of assistive technology. This documentation is available in 
HTML format, and contains markup to facilitate access by the disabled 
community. Standards will continue to evolve over time, and Oracle 
Corporation is actively engaged with other market-leading technology 
vendors to address technical obstacles so that our documentation can be 
accessible to all of our customers. For additional information, visit the 
Oracle Accessibility Program Web site at 
http://www.oracle.com/accessibility/.

Accessibility of Code Examples in Documentation JAWS, a Windows 
screen reader, may not always correctly read the code examples in this 
document. The conventions for writing code require that closing braces 
should appear on an otherwise empty line; however, JAWS may not always 
read a line of text that consists solely of a bracket or brace.

Accessibility of Links to External Web Sites in Documentation This 
documentation may contain links to Web sites of other companies or 
organizations that Oracle Corporation does not own or control. Oracle 
Corporation neither evaluates nor makes any representations regarding the 
accessibility of these Web sites.
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