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Introduction

What this manual is about
Oracle Express Objects and Oracle Express Analyzer Installation Guide provides an 
overview of Oracle® Express Objects and Oracle Express Analyzer (hereinafter 
referred to as “Express Analyzer”), explains how to install them, and provides 
information about upgrading previous installations. 

Intended audiences
This document is directed at users of both Express Analyzer and Oracle Express 
Objects.

Express Analyzer users should read this book in order to perform the following 
tasks:

■ Install Express Analyzer

■ Run briefings that were created by someone else

Oracle Express Objects is used by developers and DBAs, who should read this book 
in order to perform the following tasks:

■ Install Oracle Express Objects in order to create applications and briefings

■ Install Express Analyzer for end users

■ Maintain centralized definitions of Express connections

Documentation set
For a full description of the documentation available on this CD and how to access 
it, see Chapter 1. You can also view the full table of contents online.
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Structure of this document
Oracle Express Objects and Oracle Express Analyzer Installation Guide is structured as 
follows:

■ Chapter 1 — Includes an overview of each product and a guide to the 
documentation.

■ Chapter 2 — Explains how to install Express Analyzer and Oracle Express 
Objects, including how to install them in a shared configuration. It also 
describes the preinstallation requirements, discusses the Oracle home folder, 
explains how to deinstall products, and tells you how to handle connections to 
Express.

■ Chapter 3 — Explains how to upgrade briefings, applications, and other 
product files that were created in previous releases.

Conventions

Text conventions
You will find the following text conventions in this document.

Convention Usage

Boldface text Indicates menu items, command buttons, options, field names, 
and hyperlinks.

Bold text is also used for notes and other secondary information 
in tables (for example, Result).

Fixed-width text Indicates folder names, file names, operating system 
commands, and URLs. Also indicates examples and anything 
that you must type exactly as it appears.

For example: If you are asked to type show eversion, you 
would type all the characters exactly as shown in the 
fixed-width font.

Italic text Indicates variables, including variable text. Variable text is used 
when dialog boxes or their components are unlabeled or have 
labels that change dynamically based on their current context. 
The wording of variable text does not exactly match what you 
see on your screen.

Italic type is also used for emphasis, for new terms, and for titles 
of documents.

UPPERCASE text Indicates Express commands and objects and acronyms.
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Mouse usage
Always use the left mouse button unless you are specifically instructed to use the 
right mouse button.

The term “left mouse button” refers to the dominant button. If you have 
reconfigured your mouse to reverse the functions of the left and right buttons, then 
you will need to use the reverse button when you follow the procedures in this 
manual.



x
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1
Getting Started

Chapter summary
This chapter provides a brief overview of Oracle® Express Analyzer (hereinafter 
referred to as “Express Analyzer”) and Oracle Express Objects and describes the 
Oracle Express Objects sample projects. It also points you to sources for more 
detailed information about the products and how to use them. 

List of topics
This chapter includes the following topics:

■ What Is Express Analyzer?

■ What Is Oracle Express Objects?

■ Using the Oracle Express Objects Sample Projects

■ Where Is the Documentation?

■ Accessing the Documentation

What Is Express Analyzer?

Definition: Express Analyzer
Express Analyzer is a product that allows users to perform ad-hoc analysis of 
multidimensional and relational data. In addition, Express Analyzer is used by 
developers to create and publish simple briefings, which are designed to make 
analysis easier. Developers can also use Express Analyzer to edit the more complex 
briefings that are created in Oracle Express Objects. Finally, Express Analyzer is the 
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runtime environment for applications that were created using Oracle Express 
Objects.

Definition: Briefing
A briefing is an application that displays objects, such as tables and graphs, in a 
standard user interface that is modeled on a briefing book. The briefing’s pages 
organize the data into a meaningful and accessible presentation. Users run a 
briefing in order to look at the data being presented — just as they would read a 
printed briefing book. They can also explore and manipulate their data directly for 
ad-hoc query and reporting.

What tasks can you perform with Express Analyzer?
You can use Express Analyzer for any of the following purposes:

■ To perform ad-hoc analysis

■ To run briefings that were created in Express Analyzer by someone else

■ To run applications and briefings that were created using Oracle Express 
Objects

■ To create simple briefings to distribute to end users

■ To edit complex briefings that were created in Oracle Express Objects

Running an Oracle Express Objects application
Express Analyzer is the runtime environment for applications that were created 
with Oracle Express Objects. The developer of such an application is likely to have 
created an icon to place on users’ desktops. To run the application, you simply 
double-click the icon. You should check with the developer to verify that this is how 
you should run a particular application.

Learning about Express Analyzer
If you are an end user, then you can learn how to work with briefings by consulting 
online Help. You can access Help in several ways:

■ Click an item, such as a graph, then press F1.

■ Click the question mark icon at the top of the briefing or in any other location 
that it appears, then use the index or table of contents to locate the Help topics 
that you want to read.
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If you are a developer, then you can learn how to create briefings by consulting the 
online Help system and by reading the Oracle Express Analyzer Briefing Designer’s 
Guide.

What Is Oracle Express Objects?

Definition: Oracle Express Objects
Oracle Express Objects is a product that developers use to create and publish 
applications and briefings, which provide information to end users and allow them 
to perform complex analyses of their data. The data that is displayed in these 
applications and briefings can reside in a relational database, such as Oracle8, or in 
an Express database, which is specifically designed for on-line analytical processing 
(OLAP). 

Oracle Express Objects provides a full-featured, visual, object-oriented development 
environment. In addition to working with objects visually, developers can write 
code in Express Basic, the programming language that is native to Oracle Express 
Objects.

Definition: Express
Express is the multidimensional database engine that underlies Oracle’s OLAP 
technology. The term Express refers to either of the following: 

■ Oracle Express Server (hereinafter referred to as “Express Server”)

■ Personal Express

What tasks can you perform with Oracle Express Objects?
You can use Oracle Express Objects for the following purposes:

■ To create complex briefings, briefings which can include Express Basic code as 
well as objects that are not available in Express Analyzer

■ To create applications

Unlike Express Analyzer, Oracle Express Objects allows you to write Express Basic 
code to control the behavior of your application or briefing.
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Learning about Oracle Express Objects
If you are new to Oracle Express Objects, then the following resources will help you 
get started:

■ Oracle Express Objects Tutorial — Accessible from contents.pdf, which is 
located in the \doc folder on the OLAP Express Client CD.

■ Sample applications — Applications that demonstrate common coding 
situations. You can access a document that describes each sample application 
from contents.pdf, which is located in the \doc folder on the OLAP Express 
Client CD. 

Using the Oracle Express Objects Sample Projects

What are the sample projects?
The sample projects are installed automatically when you install Oracle Express 
Objects. They demonstrate common coding situations in applications (XPJ files) and 
briefings (XBR files) and provide an extended set of coding examples that you can 
cut and paste into your own event handlers. Code examples are also provided in 
the Help topics for methods and for Express Basic functions and statements, as well 
as in the Oracle Express Objects User’s Guide.

Procedure: Locating code in a sample project
To locate code that you want to review or re-use, follow these steps:

1. Open contents.pdf (in the \doc folder on the OLAP Express Client CD) 
and, under Oracle Express Objects, choose Description of Sample Projects. 

2. Use the project descriptions to identify the project whose code you want to 
examine.

3. Start Oracle Express Objects and open the sample project that you chose in 
Step 2.

4. Run the project in order to understand what it does. 

Tip: All projects include text that describes what they do.

5. Stop the project.

Result: You return to the development environment.
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6. In the Object Browser toolbar, click the Expand Outline button to display all the 
objects that are contained by the sample project.

7. In the Object Browser, you should see a code icon (which resembles a gear) next 
to each object that contains Express Basic code. If you do not see the icon, then 
click the Show/Hide Code Icon button in the Object Browser toolbar.

8. Click a code icon to examine that event handler.

Procedure: Printing all the code in a project
In order to see how the various event handlers interact, you might find it useful to 
print all the code that is contained in a sample project. To do so, follow these steps: 

1. Open the project whose code you wish to print.

2. Display the Print dialog box.

3. In the Print What box, select All Pages and Briefings.

4. In the Output box, select Code.

5. Choose OK.

Where Is the Documentation?

Documentation is online
Documentation for Express Analyzer and Oracle Express Objects is delivered online 
in the following formats. 

Format Description

HTML Online documents that you view using a Web browser, such as Netscape 
Navigator.

PDF Online documents in Adobe’s Portable Document Format, which provides 
superior printing capabilities. To use these documents, you must download 
and install Acrobat Reader, as described in “Accessing the Documentation” 
on page 1-8.

Help Topics that you access from within the product.
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Documentation on the OLAP Express Client CD
The following table is a complete list of the documents that are delivered on the 
OLAP Express Client CD. All products and utilities also include online Help 
systems. 

Document Description

Contents Lists all documents on the OLAP Express Client CD, 
by product, and provides easy access to them. There is 
a different contents file for HTML documents and for 
PDF documents. Many documents on the CD are 
delivered in both formats.

Release Notes Highlights information that is related to release history, 
as well as new features, product-specific functions, and 
known problems. Each product and utility has its own 
release notes.

Oracle Express Objects and Oracle 
Express Analyzer Installation Guide

This guide.

Oracle Express Analyzer Briefing 
Designer’s Guide

Describes how to create and distribute briefings using 
Express Analyzer.

Oracle Express Objects User’s Guide Provides conceptual information about Oracle Express 
Objects, including programming concepts, information 
about handling data-aware objects, distributing 
applications, and so on.

Integrating with Oracle Discoverer Technical note. Describes the steps that you must 
follow to display Express data in Oracle Discoverer 
(hereinafter referred to as “Discoverer”) and to drill 
down in an Express application to show Discoverer 
data.

Formulas and Custom Measures in 
Relational Access Manager 
Databases

Technical note. Provides assistance in setting up 
formulas and custom measures in your Oracle Express 
Relational Access Manager (hereinafter referred to as 
“Relational Access Manager”) databases.

Support for XCA Data Access Technical note. Describes how to access Express Server 
data through the Express Communications 
Architecture (XCA).

Oracle Express Spreadsheet Add-In 
User’s Guide

Describes how to install and use Oracle Express 
Spreadsheet Add-In (hereinafter referred to as 
“Express Spreadsheet Add-In”).
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Oracle Express Database 
Administration Guide

(PDF only) Contains information for DBAs, including 
how to set up your databases and how to set up users’ 
connections to Express. It also describes how to use 
Oracle Express Administrator (hereinafter referred to 
as “Administrator”).

Personal Express documentation 
set

(PDF only) Includes the following books:

■ Personal Express Installation and Configuration Guide

■ Oracle Express Programmer’s Guide to the Express 
Language

■ Oracle Express SNAPI Guide

■ Oracle Express Using Multi-Byte Characters

■ Tips for Ensuring Good ROLLUP Performance 
(technical note)

Oracle Express Relational Access 
Manager User’s Guide

(PDF only) Describes how to use Relational Access 
Manager and Oracle Express Relational Access 
Administrator (hereinafter referred to as “Relational 
Access Administrator”).

Oracle Express Web Products 
Installation Guide

Describes how to install Oracle Express Web Publisher 
(on this CD; hereinafter referred to as “Express Web 
Publisher”) and Oracle Express Web Agent (on the 
Express Server CD; hereinafter referred to as “Express 
Web Agent”).

Oracle Express Web Publisher User’s 
Guide

Describes how to publish briefings on the Web.

Oracle Express Web Agent User’s 
Guide

(PDF only) Describes how to use Express Web Agent.

Express Web Agent Help (Winhelp only) Describes how to use Express Web 
Agent.

Note: To use this Help system, copy the following files 
to a folder on your PC: xwagent.hlp, xwagent.cnt, 
and xpsllim.hlp. To start, open xwagent.hlp.

Document Description
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Procedure: Downloading the documentation
Although you can always read the online documents directly from the OLAP 
Express Client CD, it is more convenient to install them locally so they are always 
accessible. Follow these steps to download the online documents:

1. Create a folder, either on the LAN or on one of your PC’s drives, to hold the 
document files.

2. Insert the OLAP Express Client CD into the CD-ROM drive on your PC.

3. Locate the \doc folder on the OLAP Express Client CD and copy its entire 
contents, including subfolders, to the new folder on your PC.

Important: Be careful to preserve the folder structure. Some of the online 
navigation depends on it.

Documentation for Express Server
All documentation for Express Server and Express Web Agent can be found on the 
Express Server CD.

Related information
For information on installing Acrobat Reader, see “Accessing the Documentation” 
on page 1-8.

Accessing the Documentation

Finding the information that you want
The following table indicates which form of documentation you should consult, 
depending on the kind of information that you need. 

IF you are looking for . . . THEN look in the . . .

directions on how to perform a task, online Help system.

conceptual information, HTML or PDF documents.

reference information, online Help system.

definitions, online Help system’s glossary.
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Procedure: Finding information in HTML documents
Many of the online books are delivered in HTML format. Because these books 
comprise a number of HTML files, you should use the HTML table of contents to 
locate information, as described in the following procedure: 

1. In a Web browser, such as Netscape Navigator, open contents.htm. This file 
is located in the \doc folder, either on the OLAP Express Client CD or in the 
location to which you copied it.

2. Navigate to the topic that you want to read by clicking the following links:

■ The name of the book (in contents.htm)

■ The name of the topic (in the table of contents for the book)

Procedure: Reading a PDF document
Some documents are available online only in PDF format. Follow these steps to read 
any PDF document: 

1. Start Acrobat Reader.

Note: If you do not have Acrobat Reader on your PC, then you can download it 
from http://www.adobe.com.

2. From the File menu, choose Open.

3. Specify the full path name of contents.pdf.

4. Choose OK.

Result: The contents.pdf file opens.

overviews of complex tasks, HTML or PDF documents.

an easy-to-print format, Acrobat documents (PDF files).

IF the file is on . . . THEN specify . . .

the OLAP Express Client CD, x:\doc\contents.pdf, where x identifies your 
CD-ROM drive.

a LAN drive or a local drive 
on your PC,

that path.

IF you are looking for . . . THEN look in the . . .
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5. In contents.pdf, click the name of the document that you wish to read.

Result: The document opens in Acrobat Reader.

Procedure: Printing a PDF document 
Files in PDF format provide superior printing capabilities. Therefore, rather than 
printing the HTML version of a document, you should print the PDF version, as 
described in the following steps: 

1. In Acrobat Reader, open the document that you wish to print.

2. From the File menu, choose Print.

Related information
For more information about Acrobat Reader, choose Acrobat Reader Help from its 
Help menu.
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Installing

Chapter summary
This chapter describes how to install Express Analyzer and Oracle Express Objects, 
both in a single-user and in a shared configuration. It describes the system and 
database requirements and explains the tasks that you need to complete before 
installing, including information about the Oracle home folder. This chapter also 
tells you how to remove products and how to define and manage connections to 
Express.   

List of topics
This chapter includes the following topics:

■ Overview of the Installation Process

■ Before You Install

■ Oracle Universal Installer and the Oracle Home Folder

■ Deciding What To Install

■ Installing for a Single User

■ Shared Installations

■ Installing a Translated Version

■ Removing Products

■ Defining Connections to Express

■ Handling Connections to Express
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Overview of the Installation Process

Before you begin
The installation steps that are listed in this topic assume that you have already 
fulfilled the preinstallation requirements, which are described in “Before You 
Install” on page 2-5. You should also be sure that you understand Oracle home 
folders, which are described in “Oracle Universal Installer and the Oracle Home 
Folder” on page 2-6. For more detailed information about each step in the overview, 
consult “Finding information for each step” on page 2-3.

Step 1: Install products and utilities
You use Oracle Universal Installer (hereinafter referred to as “Installer”) to install 
products and utilities from the OLAP Express Client CD. 

Step 2: Define connections to Express
If you are the DBA (or are defining your own Express connections), then you should 
define your connections to Express using Oracle Express Connection Editor 
(hereinafter referred to as “Express Connection Editor”). Other users should be 
given connection definition (XCF) files that have been created for them.

Step 3 (optional): Install the ODBC drivers 
If you plan to import data from a relational database that complies with ODBC, 
then you must install a 32-bit version of the ODBC administration pack and the 
corresponding drivers for your database. The ODBC drivers are not provided by 
Oracle Corporation.

Step 4 (optional): Install Acrobat Reader 
Although this step is optional, Oracle Corporation strongly recommends that you 
install Acrobat Reader so that you can read and print important documents, such as 
the release notes. Installing Acrobat Reader also allows you to print the online 
documents using better print facilities than are available for HTML. Finally, some 
documents on the CD are available only in PDF format.

You can download Acrobat Reader from the Adobe Web site at 
http://www.adobe.com.
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Step 5: Read the release notes
The release notes contain additional information that you should review before 
continuing the installation process. You can locate the release notes by opening 
contents.pdf, which is in the \doc folder on the OLAP Express Client CD.

Step 6: Define and configure your databases
Before you can begin working with data, you must define and configure your 
databases. Technically, configuring is optional: Express Analyzer and Oracle 
Express Objects will work with any Express database. However, some of the most 
powerful features of these products will not be available unless you configure your 
databases. For example, configuring a database allows you to use the drilling 
feature in tables.

Choose the appropriate utility to use for defining and configuring your databases 
from the following table.

Finding information for each step
For more detailed information about the steps described in this topic, consult the 
following table.

IF you want to access . . . THEN you . . .

multidimensional data from an 
Express database,

use Administrator to configure existing databases 
or to create new databases.

relational data using Relational 
Access Manager,

must use Relational Access Administrator to create 
and build the Express Database. 

data from Discoverer, follow the instructions in the technical note 
Integrating with Oracle Discoverer.

IF you want more information about . . . THEN see . . .

using Installer, “Oracle Universal Installer and the Oracle 
Home Folder” on page 2-6.

your Oracle home folder, “Oracle Universal Installer and the Oracle 
Home Folder” on page 2-6.

single-user installations, “Installing for a Single User” on page 2-11.

shared installations, “Shared Installations” on page 2-13.

defining connections to Express, “Defining Connections to Express” on page 
2-18.
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Related information
This book provides information about installing Express Analyzer and Oracle 
Express Objects. Consult the following documents for detailed information about 
installing the other products and utilities. The documents are on the OLAP Express 
Client CD except as noted.

managing a site’s Express connections, “Handling Connections to Express” on 
page 2-20.

the Express side of connecting to Express, the Oracle Express Database Administration 
Guide.

installing Acrobat Reader, the Adobe Web site at 
http://www.adobe.com.

reading documents online, Chapter 1.

locating documents such as the release notes, Chapter 1.

defining and configuring Express databases 
with Administrator,

the Oracle Express Database Administration 
Guide.

defining and configuring databases with 
Relational Access Administrator,

the Oracle Express Relational Access Manager 
User’s Guide.

IF you want to install . . . THEN see . . .

Personal Express, Personal Express Installation and Configuration Guide.

Express Server, the Express Installation and Configuration Guide for the 
appropriate platform (on the Express Server CD).

Administrator, Oracle Express Database Administration Guide.

Relational Access Administrator, Oracle Express Relational Access Manager User’s Guide.

Express Spreadsheet Add-In, Oracle Express Spreadsheet Add-In User’s Guide.

Express Web Publisher, Oracle Express Web Products Installation Guide.

IF you want more information about . . . THEN see . . .
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Before You Install

Basic requirements for your PC
To install and use Express Analyzer or Oracle Express Objects, your PC should meet 
the following minimum requirements:

■ Microsoft Windows. For a list of certified configurations, see 
http://certify.us.oracle.com or contact Oracle Worldwide Support.

■ Access to Express. This can be either of the following:

■ Express Server release 6.2.0 or 6.3.0. For a list of supported platforms, see 
http://certify.us.oracle.com or contact Oracle Worldwide 
Support.

■ Personal Express release 6.2.0 or 6.3.0 on a PC (Windows 95, Windows 98, 
or Windows NT) or local area network (LAN). For system requirements for 
Personal Express, see that product’s release notes.

■ Structured N-dimensional Application Programming Interface (hereinafter 
referred to as “SNAPI”), release 6.2.0 or 6.3.0, required in order to access 
Express. You install the server portions of SNAPI from the Server CD and the 
client portions from the OLAP Express Client CD. The client portions are 
installed automatically when you choose any installation type other than 
Custom. For custom installations, you must select SNAPI manually. 

Important: Even when you do not choose to install SNAPI 6.3.0, the SNAPI 
path information in the xobjects.ini and xanalyzer.ini files will 
reference the 6.3.0 path. Therefore, if you want to use a previously-installed 
copy of SNAPI 6.2.0, you must manually change the path statement in the 
appropriate INI file.

■ For Express Analyzer:

■ IBM or compatible PC with at least a Pentium processor running at 
166MHz or greater.

■ 24MB of RAM.

■ For Oracle Express Objects:

■ IBM or compatible PC with at least a Pentium processor running at 
166MHz or greater.

■ 32MB of RAM.



Oracle Universal Installer and the Oracle Home Folder

2-6 Oracle Express Objects and Oracle Express Analyzer Installation Guide

Requirements for shared installations
If you plan to install Express Analyzer or Oracle Express Objects on a LAN server 
for shared use, then you must have write access to that server. In addition, if you are 
running a LAN-based version of Windows, then you must have write access to the 
Windows system folder.

Requirements for databases
The following list describes the requirements for databases to be used with Express 
Analyzer and Oracle Express Objects:

■ Databases that should be configured — Although you can use Express 
Analyzer and Oracle Express Objects to view data from any Express database, 
existing databases should be configured for optimal use. The Oracle Express 
Database Administration Guide contains instructions for configuring databases.

■ Databases that must be converted — OLAP applications’ databases, such as 
those from Oracle Sales Analyzer, must be converted in order to be used with 
Express Analyzer or Oracle Express Objects. When converting such databases, 
use special care to ensure that you do not introduce a version conflict between 
the application and its databases. The Oracle Express Database Administration 
Guide contains instructions for converting databases.

■ ODBC databases — If you intend to import data from a relational database that 
complies with Microsoft’s Open Database Connectivity (ODBC), then you must 
have installed a 32-bit version of the ODBC administration pack along with the 
ODBC drivers that are appropriate for your database. See the Oracle Express 
Programmer’s Guide to the Express Language for more information about ODBC.

Related information
For information about upgrading databases from previous versions of Oracle 
Express Objects and Express Analyzer, see Chapter 3 and the Oracle Express Database 
Administration Guide.

Oracle Universal Installer and the Oracle Home Folder

What is Oracle Universal Installer?
Installer is a utility that you use to install all Oracle products. It installs products 
and utilities into an appropriate Oracle home folder, based on the operating system.
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When you install any product or utility from the OLAP Express Client CD, Installer 
and its related utilities are installed automatically, along with their documentation.

Definition: Oracle home folder
The Oracle home folder is the root folder under which all Oracle products are 
installed. If you have previously installed any Oracle product, then you already 
have an Oracle home folder.

Multiple Oracle home folders
Installer supports the installation of several active Oracle home folders on the same 
machine. You can update software in any Oracle home folder at any time, assuming 
that all Oracle applications, services, and processes that are installed in that folder 
are shut down. Processes from other Oracle home folders can still be running. For 
more information about working with multiple Oracle home folders, see Oracle 
Universal Installer Concepts Guide.

Definition: Primary Oracle home folder
Your primary Oracle home folder is the folder that appears first in the PATH 
environment variable. As you define Oracle home folders, Installer appends the full 
path name of each one to the PATH environment variable. Consequently, by default, 
the first Oracle home that you define is the primary Oracle home. 

In some cases, an Oracle product (or files that support an Oracle product) may be 
installed more than once on your computer, with each installation in a different 
Oracle home folder. If an application uses the PATH environment variable to search 
for files, then the position of an Oracle home in the PATH environment variable 
determines which version of the files the application uses.

Creating an Oracle home folder
You create Oracle home folders when you install Oracle products using Installer. 
During the installation process, on the File Locations page under Destination, you 
specify the name and path of an Oracle home folder where you want the product to 
be installed. If an Oracle home folder has not yet been created with the name and 
path that you provide, then Installer creates the folder during installation. 



Oracle Universal Installer and the Oracle Home Folder

2-8 Oracle Express Objects and Oracle Express Analyzer Installation Guide

DEFAULT_HOME Oracle home folder
When you install an Oracle product on a computer with no previous Oracle 
installations, Installer supplies the name DEFAULT_HOME for the Oracle home 
folder. Because this name is supplied only when you are installing on a machine 
with no previous Oracle installations, an Oracle home folder named 
DEFAULT_HOME is initially the primary Oracle home folder. Later, if you have 
multiple Oracle home folders, then you can specify a different Oracle home folder 
as primary, as described in “Changing the primary Oracle home folder” on page 
2-8. 

Changing the primary Oracle home folder
You can change the position of the paths of Oracle home folders in the PATH 
environment variable by using the Home Selector utility. This utility is installed 
automatically when you install any product or utility from the OLAP Express Client 
CD. To execute the Home Selector utility, from the Windows Program menu, select 
Oracle Installation Products, then select Home Selector.

OLAP folders under the Oracle home folder
Under the Oracle home folder, OLAP products are installed into subfolders named 
olap\product_identifier. The product identifier is a concatenation of a 
product prefix and the first three digits of the current release number. You cannot 
change these subfolders.

The product prefixes are shown in the following table.

Prefix Folder Contents

ead Administrator

ece Express Connection Editor

ecf Express connection (XCF) files

ecs Shared files, such as the Express Language Help file

oea Express Analyzer

oeo Oracle Express Objects

oes Express Server

osn SNAPI

owa Express Web Agent
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Which releases overwrite previous releases?
Release numbers with four or more digits overwrite the previous installation if that 
installation shares the first three digits with the new installation. For example, 
release 6.3.2.1 will overwrite release 6.3.2, but 6.3.3 will go into a new folder.

Important: Do not change folders under the Oracle home folder
You should never change the structure of the Oracle home folder because the 
Express client products rely on this structure to locate files. Therefore, once you 
have chosen a location for the Oracle home folder, you should not change it nor the 
names of its subfolders. 

owp Express Web Publisher

pex Personal Express

ram Relational Access Manager

xsa Express Spreadsheet Add-In

Prefix Folder Contents
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Deciding What To Install

Installation types
When you run Installer, after indicating that you want to install the OLAP client 
products and utilities, you are asked to choose one of four installation types, as 
described in the following table. 

Installation Type Description

End-user Installs the following:

■ Express Analyzer (single-user installation)

■ Express Web Publisher

■ Express Spreadsheet Add-In

■ Express Connection Editor

■ SNAPI

Developer Installs the following:

■ Oracle Express Objects and Express Analyzer (single-user 
installations)

■ Express Web Publisher

■ Express Connection Editor

■ SNAPI

Administrator Installs the following:

■ Administrator

■ Relational Access Administrator

■ Oracle Express Batch Manager

■ Express Connection Editor

■ SNAPI

Custom Allows you to choose from a complete list of all products and 
utilities on the OLAP Express Client CD, except Personal 
Express. Choose Custom to install a single product or to 
perform a shared installation of Express Analyzer or Oracle 
Express Objects.
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When to choose the Custom installation type
Some end users will not want to install the entire suite of end-user products. Such 
users should choose the Custom installation type and install only the products or 
utilities that they need. 

Users who wish to perform ad-hoc analysis and users of applications and briefings 
that were created and published with Oracle Express Objects will usually need to 
install only Express Analyzer and SNAPI. If an application or briefing requires that 
users install any additional products or utilities, then that application’s developers 
must inform their users. 

Installing for a Single User

Procedure: Installing a suite of products and utilities
Follow these steps to install one of the standard suites of products and utilities: 

1. Start Microsoft Windows and insert the OLAP Express Client CD into the 
appropriate drive.

2. From the Windows Start menu, click Run.

3. In the Run dialog box, enter x:\setup.exe, where x is your CD-ROM drive. 
Click OK.

Result: Installer starts and presents the Welcome screen.

4. Click Next. In the File Locations screen, the Source field will already contain the 
correct path information.

5. In the Destination fields, supply the name of an Oracle home folder and the full 
path to its location. For information about the Oracle home folder, see “Oracle 
Universal Installer and the Oracle Home Folder” on page 2-6.

6. Click Next.

7. In the Available Products screen, choose Oracle Express OLAP Client Products 
and Utilities.

Notes: If you want to install a translated version of the product in a language 
that is different from that of your operating system, then read “Installing a 
Translated Version” on page 2-16 before proceeding.

If you want to install Personal Express, then you can choose it here. Once that 
installation is complete, you can return to this screen to continue installing 
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client products. For additional information about installing Personal Express, 
consult the Personal Express Installation and Configuration Guide.

8. Click Next. 

9. In the Installation Types screen, choose an appropriate type, then click Next. For 
a list of the products and utilities that are installed for each type, see 
“Installation types” on page 2-10.

10. Respond to the remaining prompts, clicking Next to move to the next screen. 
When you reach the Summary screen, which lists all of the components that 
you are about to install, click Install.

11. When installation is complete, click Exit to close Installer.

12. Reboot your PC to ensure that all files are updated correctly.

Related Information
All the documents that are listed below can be found on the OLAP Express Client 
CD, except as noted. References to chapters refer to this book.

IF you want information about . . . THEN see . . .

configuring Express connections for your 
system,

“Defining Connections to Express” on page 
2-18 and Oracle Express Database 
Administration Guide.

installing Express Server, Express Installation and Configuration Guide 
for the appropriate platform (Unix or NT), 
on the Express Server CD.

using Express Server, the documentation set for Express Server 
(on the Express Server CD).

installing Personal Express, Personal Express Installation and Configuration 
Guide.

using Personal Express, the documentation set for Personal Express.

installing and using Express Web Publisher, Oracle Express Web Products Installation 
Guide, Oracle Express Web Publisher User’s 
Guide, Oracle Express Web Agent User’s Guide, 
and the Express Web Agent Help system.

installing and using Express Spreadsheet 
Add-In,

Oracle Express Spreadsheet Add-In User’s 
Guide.
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Shared Installations

What is a shared installation?
Both Express Analyzer and Oracle Express Objects can be installed in a shared 
configuration, in which some of the components are installed on a LAN and others 
are installed on each user’s PC. You must install the LAN components first, then 
perform a workstation installation on each user’s PC. 

Note: It is not possible to install both a single-user installation and a workstation 
installation on the same machine. When you are installing, if you check both (which 
Installer allows you to do), then the results will be unpredictable. Also, if there is 
already a single-user installation on the PC, then you cannot overwrite it with a 
shared-workstation installation. You must remove the existing installation first.

Procedure: Installing the LAN components
To install the LAN components of a shared installation, follow these steps:

1. Start Microsoft Windows and insert the OLAP Express Client CD into the 
appropriate drive.

2. From the Windows Start menu, click Run.

3. In the Run dialog box, enter x:\setup.exe, where x is your CD-ROM drive. 
Click OK.

Result: Installer starts and presents the Welcome screen.

4. Click Next. In the File Locations screen, the Source field will already contain the 
correct path information.

5. In the Destination fields, supply the name of an Oracle home folder on the 
LAN and the full path to its location. For information about the Oracle home 
folder, see “Oracle Universal Installer and the Oracle Home Folder” on page 
2-6.

installing and using Relational Access 
Administrator,

Oracle Express Relational Access Manager 
User’s Guide.

the Oracle home folder, “Oracle Universal Installer and the Oracle 
Home Folder” on page 2-6.

IF you want information about . . . THEN see . . .
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6. Click Next.

7. In the Available Products screen, choose Oracle Express OLAP Client Products 
and Utilities, then click Next.

Note: If you want to install a translated version of the product in a language 
that is different from that of your operating system, then read “Installing a 
Translated Version” on page 2-16 before proceeding.

8. In the Installation Types screen, choose Custom, then click Next.

Result: The Available Product Components screen appears. By default, no 
products and utilities are selected.

9. From the list, select Oracle Express Objects (shared - LAN server), Oracle 
Express Analyzer (shared - LAN server), or both products, then click Next.

Note: Because you are installing on a LAN for shared use, you should not 
install any other products unless you are sure that they support LAN 
installations. 

10. When prompted, supply the name of the folder on the LAN where you want to 
install the LAN portion of the shared installation, then click Next.

Note: You will be prompted for the name of this folder during the installation of 
users’ workstations, which is done in a separate Installer session.

11. On the Summary screen, click Install.

12. When installation is complete, click Exit to close Installer.

Procedure: Installing the workstation components
Note: You cannot install the workstation components unless you have already 
installed the LAN components.

To install the workstation portion of a shared installation, follow these steps on each 
user’s PC:

1. Start Microsoft Windows and insert the OLAP Express Client CD into the 
appropriate drive.

2. From the Windows Start menu, click Run.

3. In the Run dialog box, enter x:\setup.exe, where x is your CD-ROM drive. 
Click OK.

Result: Installer starts and presents the Welcome screen.
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4. Click Next. In the File Locations screen, the Source field will already contain the 
correct path information.

5. In the Destination fields, supply the name of an Oracle home folder that is on 
the user’s PC and specify the full path to its location. For information about the 
Oracle home folder, see “Oracle Universal Installer and the Oracle Home 
Folder” on page 2-6.

6. Click Next.

7. In the Available Products screen, choose Oracle Express OLAP Client Products 
and Utilities, then click Next.

Notes: If you want to install a translated version of the product in a language 
that is different from that of your operating system, then read “Installing a 
Translated Version” on page 2-16 before proceeding.

If you want to install Personal Express on this user’s PC, then you can choose it 
here. Once that installation is complete, you can return to this screen to continue 
installing client products. For additional information about installing Personal 
Express, consult the Personal Express Installation and Configuration Guide.

8. In the Installation Types screen, choose Custom, then click Next.

Result: The Available Product Components screen appears. By default, no 
products and utilities are selected.

9. From the list, select Oracle Express Objects (shared - workstation), Oracle 
Express Analyzer (shared - workstation), or both products.

10. Select any other products or utilities that you want to install on this user’s PC. 
At a minimum, you should install SNAPI, although none of the optional SNAPI 
components are required. For information about whether to install Express 
Connection Editor, see “Who should install Express Connection Editor?” on 
page 2-18.

11. Click Next.

12. When prompted, supply the name of the folder on the LAN where you installed 
the LAN portion of the shared installation, then click Next.

13. On the Summary screen, click Install.

14. When installation is complete, click Exit to close Installer.

15. Reboot the PC to ensure that all files are updated correctly.
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Installing a Translated Version

How many different versions can you install?
 You can install only two versions of Express Analyzer or Oracle Express Objects in 
a single location. Because the English version is always installed, you cannot install 
more than one non-English version.

Installing on a translated operating system
When you install Express Analyzer or Oracle Express Objects on an operating 
system that is not in English, the English version of the product is installed 
automatically. In addition, you can install one non-English version of the product. If 
you do not specify a language, the version of the product that is in the same 
language as the operating system will be installed, if it exists. If you do specify a 
language (as described in “Choosing a different language” on page 2-16), then a 
version of the product in that language will be installed. Finally, if there is no 
version of the product in the language of the operating system and you do not 
specify a language, then only the English version of the product will be installed.

Choosing a different language
To install a version of Express Analyzer or Oracle Express Objects that is not in the 
same language as the operating system, follow these steps during installation:

1. From the Available Products screen, click Product Languages.

2. Choose a language. A version of the product in that language, plus an English 
version of the product, will be installed. However, the product you are 
installing might not have been translated into the language you choose. If that 
is the case, then only the English version will be installed. 

3. Click Next and continue with the installation as usual.
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Removing Products

Procedure: Removing products and utilities
To deinstall (or remove) products and utilities, follow these steps:

1. Start Installer.

2. On the Welcome page, choose Deinstall Products. 

3. When prompted, specify the name of the Oracle home folder that contains the 
product that you want to deinstall. 

4. Select the components that you want to remove from the list of products that 
are already installed, then choose Remove. 

5. When Installer prompts you to confirm that you want to deinstall the listed 
products, choose Yes. 

Result: Installer removes the selected products and utilities and deletes the 
folder that contained them, if it is empty. It also cleans up the desktop by 
removing icons and the program folder, if it is empty.

6. Once the deinstallation process is complete, choose Close to close the Inventory 
panel, then choose Exit to exit Installer.

Note: What Installer can remove
Installer can remove only files that it installed or knows about. That is, it cannot 
remove files that were installed with Oracle Installer, which is a different product 
from Oracle Universal Installer, nor can it remove any files that you may have 
copied or created in the product folder or its subfolders. Moreover, if the product 
folder contains files that Installer cannot delete, that folder will not be removed. 

Because files can be created without your knowledge (for example, opening a Help 
file automatically creates a GID file), Installer might not be able to remove a product 
or utility completely. However, you can easily remove any remaining files and 
folders by hand.



Defining Connections to Express

2-18 Oracle Express Objects and Oracle Express Analyzer Installation Guide

Defining Connections to Express

Definition: Express Connection Editor
Express Connection Editor is a utility that you use to define connections to Express. 
Because definitions are stored in files, the DBA can define all remote connections to 
Express and distribute the definitions to individual users.

Who should install Express Connection Editor?
The following users should install Express Connection Editor:

■ DBAs who will be defining a site’s connections

■ Developers who want to define their own connections 

■ End users who want to manage their own connections

All users need to have a local copy of xconnect.ini and at least one valid 
connection definition (XCF) file. However, you do not need to install Express 
Connection Editor in order to get these files. They are provided automatically the 
first time that you install Express Analyzer or Oracle Express Objects.

Important: Not everyone needs to install Express Connection Editor
Anyone who has installed Express Analyzer, Oracle Express Objects, or 
Administrator will be able to connect to Express, whether or not they have installed 
Express Connection Editor. Unless you plan to create or edit connection files, you do 
not need to install Express Connection Editor. 

Overview: Defining connections to Express
The following overview shows the process for creating and distributing Express 
connection definitions:

1. You install Express Connection Editor.

2. You use Express Connection Editor to define one or more Express connections.

Result: Express Connection Editor generates an XCF file for each connection 
that you define.
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3. You distribute the XCF files to your users.

4. Users place the XCF files that they receive in any of the folders that are listed in 
their local copy of xconnect.ini.

Result: While running Express Analyzer or Oracle Express Objects, users can 
select an appropriate connection to Express by using the Connect dialog box to 
choose one of the defined connections.

Definition: Connection files 
Each connection file defines a single connection to Express. Its file extension is 
.xcf.

Specifying the location of connection files
Connection files can reside on an individual user’s PC or on a LAN. Their various 
locations are specified in a file named xconnect.ini. 

Each user must have a local copy of xconnect.ini, although it can be maintained 
by the DBA and distributed to users. When you install one of the products, Installer 
provides xconnect.ini automatically, placing it in \ecfrel, where rel is the 
number of the current release. Subsequent installations preserve existing copies of 
xconnect.ini.

Important: Do not move xconnect.ini
Once Installer has created xconnect.ini, you should not move it to a different 
folder. Doing so will make it impossible to connect to Express.

Related information
For more information, consult the following sources:

For general information about Express Connection Editor, see the Oracle Express 
Database Administration Guide.

For information about how to use Express Connection Editor, consult topics in the 
Express Connection Editor Help system.

For information about handling connections to Express, see “Handling Connections 
to Express” on page 2-20.
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Handling Connections to Express

Managing Express connection files after installation
After users have installed Express Analyzer or Oracle Express Objects, there are 
various ways to manage a site’s connections:

■ Each user can manage his or her own connections to Express. To do this, each 
user must install and use Express Connection Editor.

■ The DBA can create and edit all connection files and manage their locations. 
The XCF files can reside in a central location such as a LAN drive, on a local PC, 
or both. In this case, the DBA installs Express Connection Editor and uses it to 
create and edit connection definitions and to update xconnect.ini. The DBA 
then distributes xconnect.ini to users, who overwrite the copy on their PCs. 
Users do not need to install Express Connection Editor.

■ Connection files can be in multiple folders. For example, your site might 
provide some XCF files on the LAN, while others might be on your local PC. If 
this is the case, then it must be possible to update each PC’s connection files 
path in xconnect.ini, because the local path is likely to be different on 
different PCs. Users or the DBA can do so with Express Connection Editor 
(installed on the local PC). Multiple locations in the path statement should be 
separated by semicolons.

Controlling Express connections
By default, Express Analyzer and Oracle Express Objects connect to Express on 
demand. That is, the connection is established the first time that you attempt to 
attach a database or open an application or briefing that accesses data. 

 You can change the default behavior for connecting to Express and specify other 
options by changing settings in the INI files: xanalyze.ini and xobjects.ini.

The options that you can set include the following:

■ ConnectToExpress — Controls when Express connections are established — on 
demand (the default), on startup, or manually (that is, by choosing Connect 
from the Database menu)

■ ServerDefault — Specifies the default Express connection to use

■ ServerPrompt — Indicates whether to prompt the user to choose which Express 
connection to use
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Related information
For more information about Express connections, see “Defining Connections to 
Express” on page 2-18.
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3
Upgrading

Chapter summary
This section provides important information about upgrading from earlier versions. 

List of topics
This chapter includes the following topics:

■ Upgrading Express Databases

■ Upgrading Applications and Briefings

Upgrading Express Databases

Definition: Data Dictionary database (xpdddata.db)
The Data Dictionary database (xpdddata.db) is an Express database that stores 
runtime information for Express Analyzer and Oracle Express Objects. It also stores 
information about your databases, including their paths, whether they are 
read-only or read/write, and whether they are attached automatically.

The xpdddata database is installed automatically with Personal Express and with 
Express Server.

Definition: Express user databases
The Express user databases are the databases that contain your data.
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Upgrading databases is required
Because of differences in installation, release 6.3.0 of Express Analyzer and Oracle 
Express Objects requires that you upgrade all your Express databases — user 
databases as well as xpdddata.db. For upgrade instructions, see the Oracle Express 
Database Administration Guide.

Upgrading Applications and Briefings

Upgrading briefings that were created in Express Analyzer
You should upgrade all briefings that were created in Express Analyzer by 
following the steps in “Procedure: Upgrading a simple briefing” on page 3-2.

Upgrading briefings that were created in Oracle Express Objects
In Oracle Express Objects, simple briefings are similar to briefings that were created 
in Express Analyzer. Although they may contain additional objects, they do not 
include any Express Basic code or 16-bit OCXs. To upgrade such a briefing, follow 
the steps in “Procedure: Upgrading a simple briefing” on page 3-2.

You can also create complex briefings in Oracle Express Objects. A complex briefing is 
one that uses Express Basic code or includes 16-bit OCXs. To upgrade such a 
briefing, follow the steps in “Procedure: Upgrading more complex applications” on 
page 3-3. 

Procedure: Upgrading a simple briefing
To upgrade a simple briefing, follow these steps:

1. Back up all the files that comprise the briefing. Briefing files have an extension 
of .xbr.

Note: You can do a backup quickly in Oracle Express Objects by using the 
backup feature that is part of compressing projects. For more information, see 
the Help topic “Compress Projects Dialog Box”.

2. Start Express Analyzer and open the briefing that you want to upgrade.

3. From the File menu, choose Save As and save the file to a different folder.

4. Run the briefing to verify that it runs successfully.
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Procedure: Upgrading more complex applications
To upgrade an existing 16-bit application or one that contains Express Basic code, 
follow these steps: 

1. Back up all the project files that comprise the application. Project files have an 
extension of .xpj. You can do a backup quickly by using the backup feature 
that is part of compressing projects. For more information, see the Help topic 
“Compress Projects Dialog Box”.

2. In Oracle Express Objects, open all the projects that comprise the application.

3. Replace any 16-bit OCX controls that the application uses with 32-bit versions.

Tip: You can use objects that are native to Oracle Express Objects, such as the 
StatusBar, ListView, and TreeView, to substitute for similar 16-bit OCXs.

4. If your Express Basic code makes Windows API calls, then you must edit the 
declarations to call Win32 instead.

5. If your Express Basic code uses the Set command to set the value of a string 
variable, then you must remove “Set” from that line.

Example: You must change this:

 Set foo = "This is a string variable." 

to this:

 foo = "This is a string variable."

6. Recompile all the Express Basic code by choosing Compile All from the File 
menu in the Express Basic Editor.

7. From the File menu, choose Save As.
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